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Andrew Johnson, resident of Glentworth Village 
 
Please find below my comments below. 
 
Q3.2.4 
In reference to the habitat comment with sheep grazing underneath / between panels. I 
understand that due to solar panel degrading dangerous metal particulates will be released into 
the surrounding soil carried by rainfall. This will therefore carry a level of contamination into the 
soil with the foliage feeding of it. In turn this would be digested by habitants inc grazing sheep, 
would this be classed as contaminated meat and not for human consumption? 
If so, how would this be regulated to prevent an incident, naturally this would also cover wild 
animal’s rabbits and deer as an example? 
 
Q3.8.1 
Fire fighting provisions, would there be an adequate water supply at each BESS to cool the 
thermal runaway? The cooling water applied would then be heavily contaminated by the BESS, 
what is the provision to ensure containment ensuring this does not reach the water course and 
contaminate drinking water either for livestock or human consumption? 
 
Q3.9.2 
Visual effects, this is so ambiguous on all the 4 applications, the elevation differentials from the 
Jurassic Cliff Road are so high from the panels they will always be visible to all.    
I fail to understand what actions could be taken to elevate this visual effect and combined with the 
other 3 projects is a bridge to far to all residents and visitors to the area.  
 
Q3.9.5 
Putting the views to one side I still have not seen a declaration on who pays for the 
decommissioning and securities for failure to deliver. This cannot be left to the council, rate payers 
or government to pick the tab up. 
In addition to this the panels effectiveness reduces significantly at the 3year mark and based upon 
other sites viewed damage to solar panels through wind, rain & hail is a common occurrence, how 
will this be handled from a disposal point of view?  
 
Q3.10.1 
Noise, wellbeing. Good to see applicants lip service concern for the animals trapped within the 
development but what about us trapped humans? 
Is there going to be a full independent health & wellbeing impact statement produced? The failure 
of the applicant to attend the hearing and no rearrangement is baffling as this topic is so important. 
If this is not going to occur an explanation of this decision would be sought by many. Any 
documentation that does become available will require high level scrutiny by the leading authority. 
The author of any Heath Impact Statement shown be disclosed for scrutiny of mythology process 
and qualifications to deliver such an important document.  
Having asked the community no contact for their feedback has been made by the applicant. I fail 
to understand how they can deliver a HIS without a public consultation process.  
 
 
 



Coincidently research has shown that noise and types of noises are responsible for impacting on 
health including the onset of type 2 diabetes. I have included the document for discussions. 
 
Are we fuelling a health disaster as we don’t understand or bother investigating the true 
consequences of developer’s actions? Interestingly other countries don’t allow the construction 
within an area of population – I wonder why. If we have doubt prevention is far better than a cure if 
available at greater financial expense.     
 
Q3.12.1 
Grazing, please see Q3.2.4 
 
Q3.13.1 
Land classification 
Who has the land classification been carried out by and why are the documented results not 
available?  
This data should also cover land yield reports as the original method is out of date with modern 
farming processes.  
 
Q3.14.2 
Flooding whist your request is very valid surely a model based upon the solar being installed 
would be more beneficial in understanding the consequences of such an event. 
We all know it’s a flood plan for the River Trent and the consequences of taking on Mother Nature. 
 
Other points if I may. 
1, I am the chair of the local village hall and naturally have an insight into use of the hall and by 
whom. The hall supports many group activities that attract participants from many miles away and 
should this development be approved the impact on the hall’s utilisation would be greatly affected 
due to the traffic movements re accessibility to the village and limit further opportunities. 
Naturally this loss of income may result in the re-evaluation of the halls future viability as we a 
charity organisation which restricts activities / use of the facility. I am also faced with committee 
members relocating away from the village – this is now a serious position we find ourselves in.  
This would be a great loss to the community and those who enjoy the facilities. 
 
There are also in many of the other villages within the development’s village halls supporting the 
communities. This may also have the same unfortunate predicament to face.  
Village halls & community centres are the heart of beating village life providing many facets in 
supporting the community and beyond.  
 
Should the developer provide an offset fund £ this would not have any impact on locals as the 
traffic volumes would still exist. 
 
I believe this area of serious concern has been overlooked and would ask that consideration is 
given, thank you 
 
2, I am unable to find a response into the proposed closure of the footpath from Glentworth to 
Harpswell. Should this close the village from a walking perspective becomes isolated unless you 
risk your life walking on the main road.   
 
 
Regards 
 
Andy Johnson 



How our noisy world is seriously 
damaging our health 

 
Image caption, 
James Gallagher recording sound levels around Barcelona 
James Gallagher 
LOUD presenter, BBC World Service 
@JamesTGallagher 
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We are surrounded by an invisible killer. One so common that we barely notice it 
shortening our lives. 

It's causing heart attacks, type 2 diabetes and studies now even link it to dementia. 

What do you think it could be? 

The answer is noise - and its impact on the human body goes far beyond damaging 
hearing. 

"It is a public health crisis, we've got huge numbers of people exposed in their 
everyday life," says Prof Charlotte Clark, from St George's, University of London. 

It's just a crisis we don't talk about. 



So I've been investigating when noise becomes dangerous, chatting to the people 
whose health is suffering and seeing if there's any way of overcoming our noisy 
world. 

I started by meeting Prof Clark in an eerily silent sound laboratory. We're going to 
see how my body reacts to noise and I've been kitted out with a device that looks like 
a chunky smartwatch. 

It's going to measure my heart rate and how much my skin sweats. 

You can join in too if you have some headphones. Think about how these five 
sounds make you feel. 

Media caption, 
Listen to five different noises in under a minute: How do they make you feel? 
The one I find really grating is the traffic noise from Dhaka, Bangladesh, which has 
the title of the noisiest city in the world. I immediately feel like I'm in a ginormous, 
stressful traffic jam. 

And the sensors are picking up my agitation - my heart rate shoots up and my skin is 
sweating more. 

"There's really good evidence that traffic noise affects your heart health," says Prof 
Clark, as the next sound is prepared. 

Only the joyful sounds of the playground have a calming effect on my body. The 
dogs barking and the neighbour's party in the early hours lead to a negative 
response. 

• LISTEN: Is noise an invisible killer? 
But why is sound changing my body? 

"You have an emotional response to sound," says Prof Clark. 

Sound is detected by the ear and passed onto the brain and one region – the 
amygdala – performs the emotional assessment. 

This is part of the body's fight-or-flight response that has evolved to help us react 
quickly to the sounds like a predator crashing through the bushes. 

"So your heart rate goes up, your nervous system starts to kick in and you release 
stress hormones," Prof Clark tells me. 



 
All of this is good in an emergency, but over time it starts to cause damage. 

"If you're exposed for several years, your body's reacting like that all the time, it 
increases your risk of developing things like heart attacks, high blood pressure, 
stroke and type 2 diabetes," says Prof Clark. 

Insidiously, this even happens while we're fast asleep. You might think you adapt to 
noise. I thought I did when I lived in a rental near an airport. But the biology tells a 
different story. 

"You never turn your ears off; when you're asleep, you're still listening. So those 
responses, like your heart rate going up, that's happening whilst you're asleep," adds 
Prof Clark. 



 
Image caption, 
Coco's health is being damaged by the noise where she lives 
Noise is unwanted sound. Transport - traffic, trains and aeroplanes – are a major 
source, but so too are the sounds of us having a good time. One person's great party 
is another's insufferable noise. 

I meet Coco at her fourth-floor flat in the historic Vila de Gràcia area of Barcelona, 
Spain. 

There's a bag of freshly picked lemons tied to her door gifted by one neighbour, her 
fridge contains a tortilla cooked by another and she offers me fancy cakes made by a 
third neighbour who's training in patisserie. 

From the balcony you can see the city's famous basilica, the Sagrada Familia. It is 
easy to see why Coco has fallen in love with living here, but it comes at a huge price 
and she thinks she'll be forced to leave. 

"It's extremely noisy… it's 24-hour noise," she tells me. There's a dog park for 
owners to walk their pooches which "bark at 2, 3, 4, 5am" and the courtyard is a 
public space that is used for everything from children's birthday parties to all-day 
concerts finished off with fireworks. 

She gets out her phone and plays the recordings of the music being blasted out so 
loud it makes the glass in her windows vibrate. 

Her home should be a refuge from the stress of work, but the noise "brings 
frustration, I feel like crying". 

She has been "hospitalised twice with chest pain" and "absolutely" thinks noise is 
causing the stress, which is damaging her health. "There is a physical change that I 
feel, it does something to your body, for certain," she says. 



In Barcelona there are an estimated 300 heart attacks and 30 deaths a year just 
from traffic noise, according to researcher Dr Maria Foraster, who has reviewed 
evidence on noise for the World Health Organization. 

 
Image caption, 
Dr Maria Foraster says traffic noise has the biggest impact on health as it is so 
common 
Across Europe, external noise is linked to 12,000 early deaths a year as well as 
millions of cases of severely disturbed sleep as well as serious noise annoyance 
which can impact mental health. 

I meet Dr Foraster at a café that is separated from one of Barcelona's busiest roads 
by a small park. My sound meter says the noise from the distant traffic is just over 60 
decibels here. 

We can easily chat over the noise without raising our voices, but this is already an 
unhealthy volume. 

The crucial number for heart health is 53 decibels, she tells me, and the higher you 
go the greater the health risks. 

"This 53 means that we need to be in a rather quiet environment," says Dr Foraster. 



 
And that's just in daytime, we need even lower levels for sleep. "At night we need 
quietness," she says. 

Although it is not just about the volume, how disruptive the sound is and how much 
control you have over it affect our emotional response to noise. 

Dr Foraster argues the health impact of noise is "at the level of air pollution" but is 
much harder to comprehend. 

"We are used to understanding that chemicals can affect health and they are toxic, 
but it's not so straightforward to understand that a physical factor, like noise, affects 
our health beyond our hearing," she says. 

A loud party can be the fun that makes life worth living and someone else's 
intolerable noise. 

The sound of traffic has the greatest impact on health because so many people are 
exposed to it. But traffic is also the sound of getting to work, doing the shopping and 
taking the children to school. Tackling noise means asking people to live their lives 
differently - which creates problems of its own. 



Dr Natalie Mueller, from the Barcelona Institute for Global Health, takes me for a 
walk around the city centre. We start on a busy road – my sound meter clocks in at 
over 80 decibels – and we head to a quiet tree-lined avenue where the noise is down 
to the 50s. 

 
Image caption, 
Natalie Mueller on a now quiet street that used to flow with traffic 
But there is something different about this street – it used to be a busy road, but the 
space was given over to pedestrians, cafes and gardens. I can see the ghost of an 
old crossroads by the shape of the flowerbeds. Vehicles can still come down here, 
just slowly. 

Remember earlier in the lab, we found that some sounds can soothe the body. 

"It is not completely silent, but it's a different perception of sound and noise," Dr 
Mueller says. 



IMAGE SOURCE,GETTY IMAGES 
Image caption, 
People walk in a pedestrian area as part of the superblock plan in Barcelona. 
The initial plan was to create more than 500 areas like this, termed "superblocks" - 
pedestrian-friendly areas created by grouping several city blocks together. 

Dr Mueller performed the research, external projecting a 5-10% reduction in noise 
in the city, which would prevent about "150 premature deaths" from noise alone each 
year. And that would be "just the tip of the iceberg" of the health benefits. 

But in reality only six superblocks were ever built. The city council declined to 
comment. 

Urbanisation 
The dangers of noise though are continuing to grow. Urbanisation is putting more 
people into noisy cities. 

Dhaka, Bangladesh, is one of the fastest growing megacities in the world. This has 
brought more traffic and given the city a cacophonous soundtrack of honking horns. 

Artist Mominur Rahman Royal earned the label of the "lone hero" as his silent 
protests have focused attention on the city's noise problem. 

For about 10 minutes each day, he stands at the intersection of a couple of busy 
roads with a big yellow placard accusing drivers who honk their horns loudly of 
causing a massive nuisance. 



 
Image caption, 
Mominur Rahman Royal 
He took on the mission after his daughter was born. "I want to stop all honking from 
not only Dhaka, but from Bangladesh," he says. 

"If you see the birds or trees or rivers, no one's making noise without humans, so 
humans are responsible." 

But here there are the beginnings of political action too. Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
who's the environment adviser and minister for the government of Bangladesh, told 
me she was "very worried" about the health impacts of noise. 

There is a crackdown on honking horns to get the noise levels down - with an 
awareness campaign and stricter enforcement of existing laws. 

She said: "It's impossible to get it done in one year or two years, but I think it is 
possible to ensure that the city becomes less noisy, and when people feel that, they 
feel better when it's less noisy, I'm sure their habit will also change." 

The solutions to noise can be difficult, complicated and challenging to solve. 

What I'm left with is a new appreciation for finding some space in our lives to just 
escape the noise because in the words of Dr Masrur Abdul Quader, from the 
Bangladesh University of Professionals, it is "a silent killer and a slow poison". 

LOUD was produced by Gerry Holt. Additional reporting from Bangladesh by Salman 
Saeed 
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